Research about MST.
http://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=about
Brazil’s Landless Workers Movement, or in Portuguese Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra (MST), is the largest social movement in Latin America with an estimated 1.5 million landless members organized in 23 out 27 states. The MST carries out long-overdue land reform in a country mired by unjust land distribution. In Brazil, less than 3% of the population owns two-thirds of the land on which crops could be grown.

Since 1985, the MST has peacefully occupied unused land where they have established cooperative farms, constructed houses, schools for children and adults and clinics, promoted indigenous cultures and a healthy and sustainable environment and gender equality. The MST has won land titles for more than 250,000 families in 1,600 settlements as a result of MST actions, and 200,000 encamped families currently await government recognition. Land occupations are rooted in the Brazilian Constitution, which says land that remains unproductive should be used for a “larger social function.”

The MST’s success lies in its ability to organize and educate. Members have not only managed to secure land, therefore food security for their families, but also continue to develop a sustainable socio-economic model that offers a concrete alternative to today's globalization that puts profits before people and humanity.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=node/88
SECTORS AND COLECTIVES 

Through the creation and expansion of the movement, members of the movement have developed an organizational structure, policies and projects in order to address specific demands. These areas of work, called "sectors" or "collectives" include production, cooperation, education, environment, gender, political education, health, culture, communications, human rights, youth.

The following primary accomplishments are highlighted as fruitful results of the dedication of MST leaders in partnership with the public sector; parties of the left, labor unions, and other social movements, progressive churches, international cooperation agencies, NGOs, “Friends of the MST”, etc: 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

http://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=communicationssector
COMMUNICATIONS SECTOR

In an age of corporate-dominated media, the MST has developed outlets for their own voices and perspectives:

• Sem Terra Journal– The MST's newspaper is one of the longest uninterrupted published journals in a popular movement and was established over 2 decades ago;
• Radio - MST works with 158 community and university radio stations, and medium range radio transmitters;
• Website– On the Internet, since 1996, the MST is present on its website, which receives an average of 1000 daily visits: www.mst.org.br;
• Sem Terra Magazine – A bimonthly magazine, which covers issue related to economy, politics, culture, and social movements nationally and internationally

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
http://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=node/162

MST on the March for Agrarian Reform and Changes in the Lula Government’s Neoliberal Economic Policy

*The author is Abdurazack Karriem of the Department of City and Regional Plannin at Cornell University.

"A reforma agraria se faz no campo, mas se ganha na cidade" – MST slogan
(You make agrarian reform in the countryside, but you win it in the cities) 

"Marches always represent the disposition to struggle, of moving forward. They demonstrate
the extreme degree of sacrifice by men, women and children, who challenge themselves to
walk hundreds of kilometers for an ideal: to see land shared." - MST 

On 2 May 2005, over 12,000 members and supporters of the Brazilian Landless Movement (MST) left the city of Goiania and embarked upon a two week, 230 km, ‘National March for Agrarian Reform’ to the federal capital, Brasilia. The sea of marchers waving their red MST flags and banners did not only call for agrarian reform, they demanded radical changes in the Lula government’s neoliberal economic policies. 

In its 21 year history, marches have been an important ingredient in the MST’s growth from a small regional movement in southern Brazil into the largest, most organized and dynamic social movement in Brazilian history. The objective of most of these marches was to take the demands of the landless to and win the support of the population in local towns, provincial capitals and the national capital. The building of links with urban sectors of society has allowed the MST to overcome the ‘isolation’ of rural struggles and win popular support for agrarian reform. This strategy is crucial in a country that is 80% urbanized. 

After marching 450 km over 27 days, the marchers were welcomed by 10,000 Porto Alegrenses and given the keys to the city by the mayor. The march was instrumental in placing land reform on the national agenda, in the settlement of the Fazenda Anonni families, and served as the launching pad for the growth of the MST into a national movement. 

The second major march took place in another difficult conjuncture. During the mid-1990s, the neoliberal Cardoso administration --after failing in its efforts to co-opt the MST-- utilized the full arsenal of the state machinery (the judiciary, intelligence agency, the police and the media) to vilify, criminalize and repress the MST and its strategy of occupying unproductive farms. Scores of MST members were arrested on trumped up charges of murder. In 1996, 19 MST members were killed and a further 69 wounded (many shot in the back) by the military police while on a peaceful march on the highway at Eldorado dos Carajas protesting unfulfilled government promises. The MST went on the offensive and in February 1997 organized a two month national march for ‘Land Reform, Employment and Justice,’ to the center of political power in Brasília. One thousand three hundred MST members left from three corners of Brazil and covered 1500 km to arrive in the nation’s capital on 17 April 1997, the first anniversary of the Eldorado dos Carajas massacre.

During 2003-2004 the Lula government spent R$273 billion (roughly $110 billion) just servicing interest payments on debt. Instead of tackling Brazil’s social debt, Lula religiously prioritized debt payments. 

Lula and many of the NGO and social movement activists who entered government called on popular movements to be patient, arguing that the Brazilian state could not be transformed overnight and that the conservative turn in economic policy was transitional. Instead of promoting and reinforcing popular mobilizations in support of a progressive agenda, the moderate tendency in the PT and the Lula government through a discourse of patience demobilized popular forces while at the same time reinforcing the “liberal ideology of private property and the business class as the principal protagonists of society.” 

While most movements were caught in a state of paralysis and confusion, the MST -- despite its close ties to the PT-- was among the first popular movements to assert its autonomy and challenge the Lula administration’s conservative turn. In late 2003, the MST and other rural movements marched on Brasília to demand the launch of the government’s National Plan for Agrarian Reform (PNRA). The drafters of the PNRA stated that there was sufficient unproductive land (liable for expropriation under the Brazilian constitution) to settle one million families over four years. In addition, the drafters proposed a set of agricultural credit and infrastructural policies to ensure the success and sustainability of the PNRA. The government, however, scaled back the original PNRA by only agreeing to settle 430, 000 families by the end of 2006. 

In 2003, the government declared that it had settled 36,000 families of the PNRA target of 60,000 and in 2004 settled 81,000 families of the planned 115,000. All rural movements contested these figures, arguing that many of the families included in these statistics were already on the land and merely had their tenure status legalized and thus should not be included as being settled. The MST asserts that less than 60,000 families were settled during 2003-2004. 

For the MST, the struggle is against an agribusiness dominated agricultural model that is bent on restructuring and transforming family agriculture into an appendage of the agro-export sector. The march thus forms part of the MST’s strategy of accumulating forces in society to challenge an agribusiness model which prioritizes exports over meeting domestic food needs. While Brazil has ‘grown’ into one of the world’s largest exporters of soy, sugar, coffee and oranges, it is importing staple foods (e.g. beans and rice) in which it was self sufficient. 

The MST through the global peasant movement, Via Campesina, opposes WTO attempts to liberalize agriculture in the interests of agribusiness, arguing that food is a basic human right that can only be attained in a system where food sovereignty is guaranteed. Food sovereignty according to the Via Campesina is “the right of each nation to maintain and develop its own capacity to produce its own basic foods respecting cultural and productive diversity. We have the right to produce our own food in our own territory. Food sovereignty is a precondition to genuine food security.” The MST not only marched against the monoculture of agribusiness which undermines the food sovereignty of the Brazilian people, but also against the Lula government’s neoliberal policies which promotes and ‘cultivates’ the agribusiness model of agriculture. 

The march proposal also called for an audit of the external debt --as determined by the Brazilian Constitution-- so that the people know how much they have paid thus far, renegotiate its value since the debt has been paid many times over and direct these resources to education and others areas. The document called for a doubling of the minimum wage to redistribute income and stimulate the domestic economy; reduce Brazil’s exorbitant interest rates (among the highest in the world) which favors the speculative financial sector over the productive sectors of the economy; and demanded that the government not sign the Free Trade Area of the America’s (FTAA). The fight against the FTAA is crucial since it is “through the FTAA [that] we will arrive at the complete denationalization of agriculture, and the impracticality of a national development project, a necessary condition for the viability of land reform.” 

The popular movements involved in the march decided to take their demands to the people and to dispute the rightward shift of the Lula government. Or as Joao Pedro Stedile, a MST leader, put it a year earlier:

The most important issue is to alter the correlation of forces in the government and in society so that the government is convinced to change its economic policy and utilize agrarian reform and changes in the agricultural model as an instrument for the implementation of a new economic policy that has as its core solutions to the social problems of our people. 

Marching, Studying, and Debating the future of Brazil

Over the two week period, the march started at 6 am ..Each participant received a set of booklets that covered a diverse set of topics related to the national and international political economy: e.g. the capitalist project for the restructuring of agriculture via agribusiness, TNC control over seeds via GMOs and its implications for family agriculture, the FTAA, the environment, the privatization of water, the national political conjuncture under the Lula government, and the MST’s vision of a popular project for Brazil. 

A number of public intellectuals and left politicians were invited to address the 12,000 marchers via the 10,000 radios that were loaned to the MST by the World Social Forum organizing committee. An itinerant radio station, Brasil em Movimento FM 88.5, was especially created for the march by the Brazilian Association of Community Radios. The 20 km radius of the frequency allowed for broadcasts to be transmitted to local communities along the path of the march. 

Adelar Pizetta, the MST’s national coordinator for political education, speaking on the importance of radios in facilitating political education during the march, noted that: “If it was not for the radio, we would not have been able to realize political activities for such a large contingent of people. It was a learning process for all of us to perceive that the radio could play such an important role in political education.” 
Lula on the campaign trail during the 2002 presidential elections making a series of promises to the Brazilian people. In the discussions after the screening many of the Sem Terra were scathing in their comments. Deivid Moura, who hails from Mato Grosso and had never seen a movie or documentary before criticized Lula’s campaign promises: “Lula from the movie is one, while Lula as president is another.” Joanilson Santos, a member of a MST land reform settlement in the northeastern province of Sergipe was even more critical, saying “Lula told all those lies to deceive the Brazilian people.” Joao dos Santos Souza, also from Mato Grosso, describes the practical effects of Lula’s unfulfilled promises: “For the last 6 _ years I am living in a plastic shack and have still not been considered for the land reform program. I passed a big part of my life listening to Lula say that land reform was the salvation for all of Brazil’s problems. From what I’m seeing, the president changed his opinion.” This level of critical consciousness is not very common in rural Brazil where clientelist and patronage politics are still the order of the day.
The MST’s consistent emphasis on “accumulating forces” and on taking its demands to the masses is part of its vision of a popular project for Brazil. The national march was thus a key moment in demystifying the glorified agro-export agricultural model. The Sem Terra march posed key questions to the Brazilian people: Why should government support an agricultural model that uses slave labor and violence and expels tens of thousands of families who will end up swelling already overcrowded urban slums? Why despite the massive increase in agro-exports are children still dying of malnutrition? Should Brazilians follow a neoliberal economic model that generates surpluses of billions of dollars just to service debt while there is a shortage of housing and underinvestment in public education and healthcare? These are some of the burning questions that MST militants will raise when they engage in the consulta popular (popular consultations) with the Brazilian people

As an author writing on the MST once remarked, “Nothing begins nor ends: it continues.” The National March for Agrarian Reform was not the beginning of the struggle for agrarian reform and against neoliberalism, nor will it be the end; rather, the 2005 March constitutes the continuation of the struggle for agrarian reform and a popular project for Brazil.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
http://www.mstbrazil.org/?q=juditeinterview
“Brazilian Landless Workers Movement Occupies Land, Sees Widespread Support”: Interview with MST Leader Judite Stronzake

...Three main goals were set for the movement. One was to acquire land, but having land was not enough. We have to seek agrarian reforms. Agrarian reforms are all those elements of life: education, health care, sanitation and basic services in the countryside... 

But, even then those two [goals] were not enough to make this a successful movement. We realized we couldn’t achieve those two things, if it were just the countryside people struggling.
We needed to transform the society to make those first two things possible. We needed to bring in people from the city: the unemployed, the homeless, etc... 

Our social base of our movement is about 350,000 families who have settled on land and are farming and living in rural communities. And 250,000 families who are camped out are in the process of organizing themselves in order to get access to land. If you take about eight persons per family you can figure out how big the movement is.

Occupation of land was the way we forced the issue of agrarian reform. We forced the idea that private property is not the only value that should be looked at... 

...Our movement is a mass movement and it’s the quantity of people we organize that gets the attention of society and makes them think, ‘Oh, these people really have something to say...’ 

We have a constitutional clause that says that land must serve its social function or be turned over for agrarian reform. For that reason, we occupy land and consider it to be a legal action. 

QUESTION: What is the MST relationship with Lula? [Note: Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva is the president of Brazil. The MST was born at the same time as the Workers’ Party.]

We came out of the same conditions; we are like brother or sister organizations...There is a historical commitment between the two movements. 

However, we have also maintained our autonomy as a social movement from the Workers’ Party. More and more, the Worker’s Party followed the institutional path... 

What has happened is the leader of the Workers’ Party has taken the administrative power. But, the government in Brazil doesn’t really have power. The real power resides here in the United States and with the international institutions. 

So, it’s a centrist government taken as a whole, which tries to resolve social problems through negotiation. But, their hands are very tied by the agreements Brazil has come into with the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, etc... 

We have maintained the strategy and tactics we always have, which is to pressure with social mobilization and negotiate. We occupy and then we negotiate. 

Q: Could you talk about the political and violent repression of the MST? 

There is an organization called the UDR (Uniao Democrático Rural, Rural Democratic Union), which is an association of the principal landholders in Brazil. These people are senators, large businessmen, people who own large newspapers. They are the richest people of the country. They hold all the power, the land, the reigns of political power, they are lawyers and judges. They contract paramilitaries. For example, the recent killing of the American Nun, Sister Dorothy Stang, cost about $50,000 reales (about $15,000 US)... 

It depends on which state if the police will get involved or not. So, in Paraná, it’s a center-left government and they don’t use the police to repress the camps. Up the state where Dorothy was killed it’s a right wing government and they send in the police... 

In the case of the 1996 massacre of 19 MST members in El Dorado Carajás there have been no convictions. But, in [the state of] Minas Gerais five of our members were killed and the intellectual author of the crimes is in jail. In Mina Gerais, there was a lot of social pressure to bring justice to the killers and they were bought to trail. 

The only justice we ever get and the only way we stop impunity is massive social pressure. We could say as a generality about 92% of all cases are never convicted. 

Q: What’s the relationship with the environmental organizations and what can people in the states do to support this? 

First of all, as the MST our principles are to look upon land as sacred and belonging to all people. Based on that principle, we have relationships and alliances with environmental groups... 

Even if we have settled on land that has been completely deforested we set aside 20% for forestation. We also protect the waterways and recover local seed varieties in agriculture. Together with Via Campesina we have waged a very strong campaign against genetically modified organisms.
It is something we’ve learned especially from the indigenous people who have taught us how to respect nature. 

Q: Can you describe the motivations and goals for the big march coming up? 

...We are in the middle of a big fight between two visions of what the countryside should look like: the agro-business model, which is displacing people on the one hand, and our social movement’s vision of the countryside...We want to involve the whole Brazilian society in the debate about what the future of the countryside should be... 

The main demand is for the government to fulfill the promises that it has made about the speed that agrarian reform will be untaken. The government agreed to settle 450,000 families in the first 4 years of the term. That should have been a 150,000 families settled each year. Last year they had only settled 27,000. This year the IMF forced the government to cut its agrarian reform budget by 50%.
About five years ago some right-wing groups decided to do a survey to see whether the MST was really supported by the society. They wanted to prove that the MST was not supported. The result, however, was that 87% of the population supported the MST. 

Q: Can you describe the process of a land occupation? 

(Laughter.) Imagine that we all here are landless people. The only difference would be that there would be a lot of children and older people here. Our style of work is that the whole family participates... 

Suppose you had about 200 families like that all together. After some education about how the MST works and what it is. People from that group would go visit settlements that have been establish...In coordination with the other groups in the region they decide which land idle land holding to occupy. It is not a hard thing to find these idle land holdings because 1% of the population controls 47% of the land... 

On the day that been decided, we’ll have trucks go to door to door and load up the families and meet in one central place...You are talking about groups of 500, 1000, 2000 families all together.
When they arrive at the large landholding, they will get out of the vehicles and break the gate or whatever they have to do to get into the ranch. With their hats, and flags, and farming tools they will march into the land. 

People feel very emotional at this time. Some will kneel and kiss the ground and say this is saving our lives. They start to sing and have a party. Then they start to build little shelters...Once it is light, they’ll have a big meeting including allies. We are talking about 10,000 or 15,000 people. Every 50 families is considered a base unit. They are organized into 50 families. In each base group, everyone in the group will be given an assignment of health, security, finances, etc. Then they will begin to discuss how we are going to govern this base unit and the settlement; how are we going to function, etc? For us, these are small meetings. In each of these sectors or workgroups, each person will belong and have a role to play. We start to turn the ground and prepare the ground for planting immediately. That gives you a picture of the initial phase. 

The people become more and more empowered as they learn to work in the workgroups, carry out their functions and gradually you will progress in the way you organize and how well things are functioning. 

Q: You spoke a lot about self-organization, but also demanding the government fulfill certain needs. I wonder if this a practical appropriation of state resources or a contradiction within the movement? 

We want to hold the government responsible for undertaking agrarian reform because it is part of the constitution. We feel it is the government’s responsibility to provide those basic things... 

We rely on organizing ourselves to apply that pressure so the government will fulfill its basic responsibilities to the people in general and in this case the people of the countryside. 

And in that case is not a very extreme thing, it is within the framework of reform. We are not yet up to the stage of agrarian revolution...

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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[8/09/05] MST Update #96 The MST's Political Position on the Current Situation

Dear friends of the MST, 
We think it is important that you who are friends of the MST know what we are really thinking. Last month in a meeting of the national leadership of the Movement, with more than 250 comrades from every state and sector, we analyzed the current political situation and our position in relation to it. We are presenting here in a concise format the main political deliberations of our Movement, which orient our practical actions. 

1. About corruption. 

Corruption is an endemic method for the privileged classes to take control of public resources in a country that is lacking in democracy. We believe that illegal corruption exists, which generally benefits personal interests and is practiced with methods that are legal -- but immoral and illegitimate -- that involves the appropriation of public resources by an economic group, a specific sector of the ruling class or by all the wealthy. The interest rates in Brazil and the transfer of public resources to the banks, greater than $R100 billion per year are an unequivocal example of this. There is another important question: the media and the elites generally protect those who practice corruption and prevent us from identifying the ones who are truly guilty. Who are the owners of the millions of resources diverted for electoral campaigns? What interests are behind the millionaire investments made in political campaigns? 

We think it is essential to demand punishment for all the corruption cases. And in particular we demand profound changes in the system of political and partisan representation: it is the only possibility to fight the systemic corruption that rules in the country. 

2. About the Lula government. 

The Brazilian people elected the Lula government to make changes. The people voted for a program based on his campaign promises, which were widely distributed throughout the country. The elected government committed itself as well, by means of a letter to the Brazilian people, to promote changes, despite maintaining its contracts with capital. The government frustrated everyone and distorted the will of the 53 million voters. A perverse composition of political forces, including conservatives and the right wing, took the important positions in the Central Bank, in the ministries of Finance, Agriculture and Development, and Industry and Commerce. 

Last July, in the midst of a deep political crisis, the government promoted a ministerial reform that reinforced even more the alliance with conservative sectors. Based on that, we would say that this government has been distorted. We are not dealing any more with the same government that we elected in 2002. We do not have a government of the left, nor of the center-left. We have a centrist government, since the right controls economic policy. We can say goodbye to the Workers Party government and its historic commitments. We are suffering the consequences of an ambiguous government, composed of political forces in society that range from the right to the left and that has very little to offer. The government lost the opportunity throughout its mandate to consult with the people about strategic questions for our society such as the foreign debt, interest rates, GMOs, bingos, the autonomy of the Central Bank, the transposition of the San Francisco river, the Kandir Law, etc. And certainly the people would opt for changes would give support to the government that preferred to hear only the traditional politicians. 

3. The government and Land Reform. 

We believe that the victory of the Lula government represented a change in the correlation of forces and it would favor Land Reform. The National Plan for Land Reform was put together, which would have settled 400,000 families in a four-year period, besides administrative changes in the National Institute for Colonization and Land Reform (INCRA), training for settlement workers and the wedding of Land Reform and agro-industry. Two and a half years have passed and we can state that Land Reform is moving slower than a turtle. The government was incapable of implementing its own plan. It lacked the courage to confront the blocking points to Land Reform, which is not moving ahead because: 

a) the state administration is organized against the poor, to serve only the rich; 

b) the government believed in the false idea that agribusiness would be a solution to poverty in the countryside. But it benefits only the exporters and agricultural transnational corporations; 

c) the government did not see that maintaining a neoliberal economic policy impedes the carrying out of any Land Reform program. The neoliberal policy cuts budgetary resources, concentrates income, and puts a priority on exports and unemployment. The policy that we defend distributes income, creates jobs, develops the internal market and establishes man in the rural environment. And Land Reform is only an instrument of this policy. 

Discontented (with the government) we carried out the National March. For 17 days we brought together 12 thousand marchers around this demand. We succeeded in making the government renew seven commitments to us with the goal of speeding up Land Reform. Little has happened. The commitment to settle 115 thousand families this year was taken up again, until now, approximately 20 thousand. Another 120 thousand families remain in encampments, waiting in sub-human conditions. The promised regulation that changes the indexes of productivity to calculate expropriations has not yet been published. It’s a question of a simple administrative act by two Ministers. We are tired of hearing rulers speak about the lack of resources while the banks are swimming in billions of Reais transferred by the state. 

The Lula government has an immense debt to the landless and with the Brazilian people on the question of Land Reform.. 

4. About the PT and the left 

The MST will maintain its historical political line: it is autonomous both in relation to political parties and in relation to the government and the State. We will maintain our autonomy in this crisis as well. 

Individually as citizens and social activists, the members of the Movement join with the Brazilians who are puzzled by the revelation of the methods used by the Workers Party to make policy. The electoral campaigns commercialized the vote. Campaigns that spent billions and were directed by hired consultants ended up becoming transformed. The corruption that is now denounced is only the fruit of the method that was used. What is striking is how the sectors of the Left made use of the same methods as the Right and put themselves on a par with the Right. That is the upshot of what we call politics. 

For this reason, we defend the methods of the left to make policy, which is centered on the discussion of ideas, on the training of militans, on grassroots work and in the conscious organizing of the people, as the only force capable of making changes in our country. 

5. About the nature of the crisis. 

We believe that the crisis that we are living through is not restricted to corruption; it is much more serious. It is a case of a crisis of the economic model. The jobs created, many fewer than those promised during the campaign, are insufficient to meet the new demand of the youth who are entering the labor market. We confront a social crisis: the poor struggle only to survive and in various areas we are seeing symptoms of social barbarism, with a worsening of violence. We are suffering through a political crisis: the population cannot recognize itself in this system of representation, does not have political power, and cannot exercise what the Federal Constitution says: that all power emanates from the people. The people are angry at politicians and see them as being all alike. All this leads us to an ideological crisis, a result of the lack of discussion in society about a project for the country. We fear the prolonging of this apathy. 

6. Who are the enemies of the people 

We understand that the true enemies are the ruling classes who are continuously enriching themselves at the expense of the people. The enemies are the interests of foreign capital shown by the actions of the transnationals, of the foreign banks, the foreign debt, the transfer of weath outside the country. The enemies are the large Brazilian capitalists who subordinate themselves to those interests and turn their back on the people. And the national financial system is an enemy. The enemies also include the large estate owners who continue to accumulate lands and defend them in any way possible. Included as well is the policy of the Bush government that wants to consolidate Latin America only as a market for its US businesses and control our biodiversity and our seeds. 

The Lula government can find an ally in the people to combat these enemies. But it needs to show what side it is on: either with the ruling classses or with the poor. Speeches won’t help. This choice is made through clear changes in the current economic and social policies. 

7. About the way out of the crisis. 

We understand that the way out of this serious crisis does not depend only on the government, on the president, on the political parties or on the 2006 election. It will depend on a massive coming together of all the social forces, organized to carry out a true grassroots discussion and construction of a new project for our country. 

A development project for our country that puts popular sovereignty in first place. That organizes an economic policy focused on solving the main needs of the people such as jobs, income, housing, schools, and culture. A model that puts the highest priority on human life, building a society with less inequality and social injustices. We need a constitutional reform that changes the current political regime, that incorporates mechanisms for direct democracy. We need to have the right to convoke plebiscites, to carry out consultations with the people. We want to see the system of political parties and political representation democratized. 

All this will be a long path. But it’s necessary to start soon. We have to stimulate the discussion in society, in all spaces. This is the only way the people will seize in its hands the conviction that social changes will be the result of organization and struggle. 

We will continue to train activists and people who will struggle for the people, raising their level of consciousness and culture. We need to democratize the media, to build alternative means through community radio and TV stations so that the people have access to correct information. 

8. Mobilization calendar. 

Facing this evaluation of the crisis and of the current situation, we call on all MST activists and base members of Via Campesina and the urban social movements to join forces, mobilize, and get organized. We call on everyone, men and women, to participate in the initiatives that are going on during the month of August, which will culminate with a huge Independence Day -- September 7, where we are capable of emitting a true “cry of the excluded” in the largest number of Brazilian cities. Throughout September and October we will carry out popular state assemblies to discuss a new economic model, culminating with our national popular assembly: a grassroots effort for a new Brazil, to be held at the end of October in Brasilia. 

Cordially, 

National Secretariat of the MST
São Paulo, August 2005 
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ECU ruling: Brazil landless movement, May 2005
Publication date: 21 Oct 2005
Complaint
BBC World Service, 13 May 2005 Instant Guide to the Landless Movement in Brazil
bbc.co.uk Brazil landless march on capital; In pictures - Life on a landless camp in Brazil; Brazil's landless squeeze government.

All the items related to the MST, a movement which campaigns for land redistribution in Brazil. The complainant maintained that they gave a biased, inaccurate and unduly favourable impression of the movement.

The BBC Editorial Complaints Unit's ruling:
1) Instant Guide to the Landless Movement in Brazil
The programme did not convey the extent to which the MST is controversial in Brazil, and should have reflected the views of the movement's opponents.

On a point of fact, the complainant maintained that, though the MST ostensibly campaigns on behalf of landless agricultural workers, the bulk of its members had no experience of farming, and drew attention to evidence that a proportion of its membership came from the ranks of the urban unemployed. The ECU noted that the Brazilian government required people seeking land allocations to demonstrate five years of agricultural experience, and that the urban unemployed would include displaced agricultural workers who had lost their jobs because of mechanisation. Nevertheless, the programme should have included some examination of the nature of the MST's membership. The complaint was partly upheld.

2) Brazil landless march on capital
This item reported on the arrival of "More than 12,000 landless activists" in Brasilia, after a two-week march. In addition to the general complaint of bias, the complainant contested the statement that the march was the biggest staged by the MST, a march in 1997 having attracted an estimated 30,000 participants. The ECU noted that the item's statement was supported by a number of news agency sources. Having investigated the range of estimates relating to the 1997 march, the ECU concluded that it was probable (though not certain) that the 2005 march was not the biggest ever staged by the MST but, in the context, did not consider that this amounted to a serious breach of editorial standards. Although the item did not include the views of opponents of the MST, this was as would be expected in a factual account of the latest stage of a continuing story, and it was evident from the fact that such a demonstration was taking place that the MST's programme was not uncontroversial. The complaint was not upheld.

3) Life on a landless camp in Brazil
This item consisted of a gallery of photographs from an MST camp, with written commentary. The complainant described the photographs as "obviously staged", and said that the authors of the commentary were MST members. The ECU noted that, though it was unable to establish whether they were members, at least one of them had worked with the MST for a number of years, and considered that their connections with the movement should have been acknowledged in the item. However, it found no reason to believe that the photographs themselves gave a misleading or unduly favourable impression of the MST. The complaint was partly upheld.

4) Brazil's landless squeeze government
Describing events during the MST march to Brasilia, this item said "At midday they 'invaded' one of the largest private farms along the road and erected the 23 giant circus tents where they spend the night". In addition to the general complaint of bias, the complainant objected to the inverted commas round "invaded", which suggested scepticism about what was in fact the correct term for such an incursion onto private property. The complainant also challenged the item's references to the MST's educational activities among children (which, in his view, should be recognised as indoctrination), and its statement that "some 44 million Brazilians still struggle by on less than $1 a day".

The ECU noted that "invasion" is a term used by the MST's opponents, while the MST and its supporters use the term "occupation". The inverted commas reflected the fact that terminology in this area is contentious. The MST teaches children that landless peasants who want land should be given it, but it has won a UNICEF award for the quality of its educational programme and is currently working with UNESCO on a literacy project, so its educational activities appear to go well beyond what could be regarded as indoctrination. The figure for Brazilians on living on less than $1 a day, though subject to exchange rate fluctuations, was within acceptable margins of approximation for a summary report of this kind. However, the item did not convey the extent to which the MST and its activities are controversial. The complaint was partly upheld.


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
http://archives.cnn.com/2000/WORLD/americas/04/05/brazil.landless.trial/index.html
VITORIA, Brazil -- A leader of Brazil's land reform movement was acquitted Wednesday in a retrial on murder charges stemming from a failed attempt to occupy a farm in 1989. 

The trial had focused attention on the plight of the country's poor farm workers and the verdict was greeted with relief by the Brazilian government after the first trial had drawn international criticism of the country's legal system. 

Jose Rainha Jr., the leader of the Landless Rural Workers Movement (MST), was charged with being the mastermind behind the killing of a landowner and a police officer during a botched attempt to take over a farm in 1989. 

Some 5,000 MST supporters celebrated the verdict and waved the movement's trademark red flags outside the courthouse in Vitoria, the capital of the coastal state of Espirito Santo. Rainha urged them to continue the fight for land reform. 

"This shows that Brazil is increasingly less in the hands of the big landowners and that more and more justice is being made," Land Reform Minister Raul Jungmann told CBN Radio. 

Claims the conviction was politically motivated

The 1997 conviction sparked criticism that the case was a politically motivated attack on the 15-year-old MST, a group with Marxist fundamentals that organizes poor families to squat on unused land and fight for titles in court. 

Between the two trials, the MST rallied support from grass-roots groups and international organizations and beefed up the defense team -- a combined effort which observers said was crucial to overturn the conviction. 

"They had thousands of people there for three days, people from abroad, the international press, embassies," said Maria Luisa Mendonca, director of Global Justice Center in Rio de Janeiro. "There was also much organizing on the Internet." 

Another pivotal point of the trial was the transfer of the case to the state capital from the town where the murders and the first trial occurred. 

Rights groups say previous trial riddled with errors

Human rights groups say Rainha's previous trial was riddled with procedural errors. At least four members of the seven-man jury were thought to be friends of the dead landowner. 

At his first trial, Rainha was convicted and sentenced to 26 years in prison. All sentences of more than 20 years in Brazil are subject to an automatic retrial, which Rainha awaited in liberty. 
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	Military police try to contain supporters of Jose Rainha outside the court 
	 


	


But for the retrial, the jury of six men and one woman took only 40 minutes to acquit Rainha by a vote of 4-3 in the killing of farm owner Jose Machado Neto and an off-duty policeman. In Brazil, a majority of the jury is all that is needed to acquit or convict. 

"The truth is like divine justice," Rainha said after the verdict was handed down. "It may take a while to arrive but it always emerges." 

Prosecutors said they would file an appeal on the grounds that defense witnesses had communicated with each other during the trial. 

During the attempted takeover of the farm in 1989, Machado and several hired gunmen opened fire on the invaders, according to movement members. Machado and one of the gunmen, an off-duty policeman, were killed and four squatters were wounded. 

